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IM IN TOUCH
      When Michelle came into foster care, she eventually 
shared with us that her little brother had died a couple of 
years ago. She shared that her stepmom would not care for 
him and was very distant. Michelle would get home from 
school and sometimes find her little brother eating dirt. One 
day her little brother got very sick. Dad took him to the 
hospital. It was too late, and sadly Michelle ’s little brother 
died. Whether it was grief or a habit of being abusive, 
Michelle’s Stepmom blamed Michelle for the little boy’s death. 
For two years Michelle was repeatedly told the boy’s death, 
her brother’s death was her fault. 

Children do not process information like adults. They 
tend to place too much blame on themselves and internalize 
negative messages received from others. These memories 
were quite painful and would often lead to nightmares, which 
would leave her screaming and crying at night. The foster 
family she lived with had grown close to Michelle and offered 
help and comfort at all times. As Michelle  felt safer in this 
environment, she started sharing this story with the family. As 
the foster family learned this, they relied on prayer, help from 
Identity Mission team, and time studying verbal and 
psychological and emotional abuse. In foster care, Michelle  
was repeatedly encouraged, reassured with positive 
language, and spoken biblical truth as well. God’s word is 
powerful, and He loves Michelle. She soon started to speak about the incident less and less, and 
nightmares subsided with time. 

In May, her foster family received a baby girl into their care. Michelle  refused to interact with the 
baby or even go near the baby at first. Every time she was offered to hold the baby, she would say “No, I 
can’t, I don’t want to hurt the baby.” 
After a few weeks and a lot of prayer and words of affirmation, Michelle slowly got close to and eventually 
held the baby. At times she would recall time spent with her little brother, and she would still mention that 
“it was her fault.” That phrase started to change as the days went by. Slowly she began spending more 
time with the baby. At first, Michelle would only spend a minute or two around the baby. Later on, she 
even started volunteering to hold the baby. Two days before the baby was placed within a permanent 
foster family, Michelle  was holding the baby, and looked at me and said: “Becky, I now know it wasn’t my 
fault, I believe it was not my fault.”

God has been and continues to be at work in her life, and the combination of a loving family and a 
family-based support system allowed the opportunity for this sweet girl to confront this painful 
experience. She was able to heal from the past and move forward to be able to experience the freedom 
of knowing the truth, that she is loved. 

FINDING HEALING THROUGH LOVE 
BY: BECKY VEGA, IDENTITY MISSION SOCIAL WORKER
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We believe that it is within the job description of the church to lead the way in the efforts for orphan care, 
locally and globally. That is why we believe that there is nothing more effective for the cause of the 
orphan than when pastors and church leaders gather together with the intention of being informed and 
equipped. We believe that when they are equipped with accurate information and tangible action steps,  
they can lead their congregations towards being the body of Christ to children who have been 
marginalized, forgotten, and abandoned. There is nothing more effective than when a pastor chooses to 

mobilize the church to personally and corporately take on the 
responsibility of caring for vulnerable children. 
    This August, Abundant Life Community Church of Lowville 
hosted an interdenominational event for any church, ministry, 
or organization leaders that were interested in advancing the 
work of orphan care. They were able to hear from their local 
social services office that informed them on the urgent needs 
of their specific community and how they could make an 
instant and lasting impact for the children in need in their own 
backyards. They heard from Angie Dunlevy, the Central 
American coordinator for Orphan Sunday, a global movement 
that helps churches focus on the plight of orphans one 
Sunday annually in November. Lastly, Tara and Jorge were 
able to share about orphan care from a global perspective, 
allowing leaders to hear about the lasting impact they could be 

making for children in Honduras. It was a great evening with an incredible atmosphere knowing that 
between the leaders in the room they have the potential to influence thousands of individuals to make 
caring for vulnerable children a priority in their lives. 
    Organizing an awareness event like this is an easy and extremely impactful way that your community 
can partake in the mission of serving children in need both locally and globally. If you are interested in 
hearing how to best engage your region in order to propel the work of orphan care, contact us about 
partnering to host an event where we can network community leaders with resources that will make a 
difference in your region and in Honduras. 

ENGAGING YOUR CHURCH IN ORPHAN CARE 
BY: ERICA SWITZER, COO

JORGE SHARING IN LOWVILLE

SPONSOR A RETREAT FOR TEENAGERS GROWING UP IN ORPHANAGES!

Our Retreat for teenagers growing up in 
orphanages is just two months away! We need 40 

more sponsors to make a one-time donation of 
$100! When you sponsor, you will receive a retreat 
weekend t-shirt shipped to you! Just let us know 

what color and size shirt you want! Join us in 
making this retreat a possibility for these orphans 

who otherwise would not have this chance! 

You can give easily and securely at 

identitymission.org/take-action or by sending a 
check to PO Box 113, Lowville NY 13367

http://identitymission.org/take-action
http://identitymission.org/take-action

