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IM IN TOUCH 
  There is a movement sweeping across Honduras, a movement of foster care and reintegration, of 

realizing the healing power of family care. And while it is one of the most exciting things to play a small 
part in this significant development, one thing none of us should forget is the value of each life story 
wrapped up in the statistics we observe at the end of the year. Neither should we lose sight of the fact 
that we need to better our services to the vulnerable child and at-risk family; always seeking how to 
improve our programs to support them more effectively. So, as I share with you these sweet success 
stories from 2017, I'm also going to describe how we can tangibly tomorrow serve that child or family (or 
ones similar to them) better in 2018 and on. Then, you can pray with us for that growth and consider 
how your partnership in 2018 can help us get us there! 

 

FOSTER CARE PROGRAM REAL LIFE STORY 
  Antonio came into our foster care program through an odd circle of events. In El Progresso, a town 

outside of San Pedro Sula, a foster mom was at her wits end with a particular pre-teen. By request of a 
local judge, she had become a foster mom of an energetic 2-year-old nearly 10 years prior. The judge 
worked hard to keep vulnerable children out of the region's public orphanage and had taken it upon 
herself to personally locate foster parents or smaller children's homes to care for the orphans in her 
town. Antonio was one of the children she helped place, but when his pre-teen tendencies became too 
much for his foster mom, who had never received foster parent training or support services, she 
returned to the desk of the judge. She had reached her limit and asked the judge to find a new home 
for her foster son! 

  Despite attempts to discourage this action, the judge eventually had to look for a new placement, 
but the welfare office didn't have any solutions either. Eventually, the need came to our desk and 
Identity Mission case worker, Gisela, sought out a family willing to care for a tough pre-teen. A family 
was located, and Antonio entered a new family, with five brothers! 
After being an only child this was quite a change, but he actually 
thrived with his new foster family and soon worked through many of 
his issues. The desire to be with the foster mother that raised him 
lingered; thankfully it did for her as well. And although the following 
months weren't at all easy, after true emotions were worked out it 
seemed that the best solution was for Antonio to return to his first 
foster mom. A possibility only because now she would have the 
support of an Identity Mission caseworker.  

  Fostering is beautiful and difficult all at once. It's like any other 
calling we accept in Christ; it needs to be paired with support from 
our community. We are so grateful for the Holy Spirit's guidance and 
other ministries that partner with us to fill in gaps in our program.     
In 2018 we plan to provide more in-depth training for our foster 
parents and parents in our Family Preservation Program. We want 
them equipped more than ever before to love kids that have 
suffered abuse or trauma. Thanks to your continued partnership, 
more exceptional training will happen this year! ANTONIO REUNITED WITH HIS FOSTER MOM

M O V I N G  F O R W A R D  I N  2 0 1 8 !
BY: TARA GARCIA
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FAMILY PRESERVATION REAL LIFE STORIES 
    I think if I had to describe family preservation in one word I just might use the word messy! It is messy! It's 
not rigid, there aren't cookie cutter solutions. While many of the families have the same struggles: poverty, 
childcare so they can go to work, lack of education, and little community support; the families themselves are 
all quite unique with several different worldviews and value systems. That is often very difficult to manage 
when building a support plan with parents that are at-risk of losing the right to care for their children. While 
our efforts to provide emergency support to prevent separation of parent(s) and children, like funding a 
nanny, are quite simple, it is the long-term efforts that have to get adjusted and tweaked time and again to 
accommodate the needs of the parent(s). And yes, there are factors we can never overcome and our plan for 
permanency and independence are not acquired in the end. At those moments, we simply have to be 
grateful that we planted seeds, pray for the family, and then renew our efforts to visualize the big picture in 
prevention. How can we prevent families actually getting to this point? Families like Ruth's. We shared her 
story with you earlier in 2017 and you rallied behind us in efforts to keep her with her 7 children. She confided 
in a close friend that she was going to drop her children off at an orphanage because she knew that it wasn't 
good for her children to be at home all day alone while she worked. Her friend contacted Identity Mission and 
we went to work to provide an emergency solution. Partnering with another ministry that had an available 
but empty daycare building, we paid for a daycare staff that showed up every day to care for Ruth's four 
youngest children, while the oldest children were in school, and Ruth was able to work. It was a great solution 
since the children could walk to the daycare. But within the first couple of months Ruth simply quit sending 
them. Our efforts to renew her vision to see her children cared for well failed. And although we felt we had 
failed them as well, we still knew God had a plan in each step we took. The relationships built through 
collaboration on behalf of Ruth's family led to a new partnership between Identity Mission and a local 
Honduran church: Iglesia Bautista Emanuel. Many have already been reaping benefits from that relationship; 
including foster children having foster families to care for them! We currently have four foster families serving 
with Identity Mission from that church! But we hope our efforts for Ruth won't end there. Iglesia Bautista 
Emanuel understands the need for a community daycare where children from poverty can be while their 
parent(s) are at work, and this dynamic church is willing to collaborate to host a daycare in their facility. They 
need assistance in paying daycare staff salaries, something we'd love to assist them with, in 2018 if the Lord 
provides. Then not only Ruth's family but several others could be kept together as well. Stories like Ruth's are 

still being written; it may not have a brilliant outcome yet but we pray it 
will. 
    Thankfully, there are some stories with brilliant outcomes, all glory to 
God! You've walked with us through those stories; sending support and 
prayers for families like Henry's. And he has stepped up to the task of 
working hard to see the living situation for his children improved. 
Families like his, and Iris' and Juan's, who took in their three nieces, not 
only receive the assistance from Identity Mission but they become 
partners with us, working as hard as our staff does to see success. 
Family Preservation is a program that impacts generations! These 
families stay together, so their kids are raised and loved in a family; 
equipping them to understand that it's worth whatever hard work it 
takes to love and raise their own family. In 2018, we strongly desire to 
better serve the at-risk families God has brought across our path. In 
order to do that we must hire our Identity Mission Family Preservation 
Program Director, Carlos, full-time! So, this year Carlos can further all of 
our efforts in family preservation by assisting Henry in becoming literate 
and therein acquiring a better-paying job. Aiding Iris and Juan with 
branding their coffee and finding local buyers, and perfecting the 
program through research and development as we expand to 
impact more families. But we will need your partnership and 
support to grow this program in 2018! Will you consider committing 
monthly so that we can commit to preventing parents from being.   
separated from their children because of poverty?

CARLOS FIGUEROA,  
FAMILY PRESERVATION DIRECTOR
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HONDURAN CHURCH PARTNERSHIPS 
 Most likely one of the surest ways that we can improve our programs in 2018 is by deepening 
our current partnership with the local, Honduran church. This past year, we have been blown away by 
the heart for the orphan that Iglesia Esperanza Viva, 
Iglesia Bautista Emanuel, and City Hope has portrayed. 
All three have united with Identity Mission for the cause 
of the orphan and vulnerable child in superior ways. 
They encourage and then support their congregation in 
fostering, they have mentored in local orphanages, they 
assist at Identity Mission conferences and retreats, and 
they share their expertise and personal stories. We are 
overwhelmed with gratitude because when a church 
chooses to minister to the vulnerable child with us, our 
efforts are magnified and even perfected because there 
is no one more equipped to answer this call than the 
church body.  After seeing what these three churches 
have accomplished this past year, we feel even more 
confident than before to declare, "We can do this! We can 
become a nation where each child is cared for in the loving atmosphere of a family!"  
 Consequently, we are now prepared to begin a mentor program of a more profound level with 
our partner churches. Identity Mission has developed a curriculum for youth growing up in 
orphanages called "Discovering Your Identity," and in an effort to continue the discipleship we 
instigate at our annual youth retreats, we will ask partner churches to appoint mentors to take the 
curriculum to the orphanages. The curriculum is designed to provide a year's worth of identity-
oriented devotions, that lay the platform for a local church to mentor youth and give them the link to 
the community before they age out of the orphanage.  
 So throughout 2018 will you pledge to engage in prayer regularly for the Honduran church? 
That they will hear the orphan cry, understand best practices in orphan care, and then act as 
advocates for the fatherless. And join us in prayer as well that the Lord will lead us to more churches 
ready to be dedicated to a partnership in furthering family-based care in Honduras.  

“THE PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS PERSON IS POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE.” JAMES 5:6 

IDENTITY MISSION MENTORSHIP CURRICULUM

Identity Mission
PO Box 133 

Lowville, NY 13367

Identity Mission              identity_mission           @identitymission

Follow Us


