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The Appropriate Help In A Time of Need Saved Kristel And Her Sisters 
From A Childhood In Orphanage Care. By: Tara Garcia  
Kristel is a shy, smart 12-year-old young lady that strongly 
desires to learn English. She shared with us recently that if 
we helped her attend the local church's English classes 
then she would teach her younger two sisters, Majorie (9) 
and Helen (8). I could tell she had been working up the 
courage to ask for a while since the request came out very 
rehearsed, and it was the most conversation we'd gotten 
from her since we'd been visiting over the last year. Her 
ambition is a wonderful sign to us since just a year ago her 
future plans looked much more dreary.  
Many of you have walked the journey with us in bringing 
these three sisters into the care of their aunt and uncle last 
Christmas. It was then that, Kristel and her sisters were 
rescued from a very near future of prostitution. We praise 
the Lord for the day we received a call from the girl's aunt, a 
very loving but not wealthy relative that wanted to save her 
nieces. Her first request was to simply find an orphanage 
that would take in the girls because she knew her resources 
were already barely enough to care for her family of 5 sons. 
But upon learning that her home, despite its simplicity, was 
a much better option for her three nieces than growing up in 
an orphanage, she resolved to do what was needed to care 
for them all. The purpose, belonging, and individual love 
they would receive in her family's care could not be replaced with education and nice things, not even 
close. 
Thus, began a year of partnership to not only bring the girls into family care but also to equip the aunt 
and uncle in caring for their now much larger family. (To revisit the entire history please visit our blog: 
taraimhis.blogspot.com. There are several articles describing the family's journey and IM's partnership.) 
Kristel is currently enjoying her English classes, all girls are attending school, and our Identity Mission 
intern psychologist, Gisela, is providing therapy to assist the girls with healing from their past 
experiences. And today, as the construction of their home comes to a close, we look back in gratitude. 
Gratitude to you our partners who made it possible for Identity Mission to step in and support this 
kinship care project. Gratitude for Kristel's aunt and uncle who have put in much of the labor to build 
their home and a lot of heart to raise their nieces. Gratitude to our Savior, for hearing the girls' cry and 
rescuing them just in time.

KRISTEL, MAJORIE, AND HELEN!

IM IN TOUCH
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SAYING ADIOS FOR NOW! 
After serving with us for a year as a long-term volunteer, then 
around 6 months as Logistical Officer, Cody Crawford, has 
decided to return to Florida to continue his education. He has 
hopes of returning as a missionary 
in the future. We are grateful for his 
service during his time with IM. 
Some of the many ways he served 
were: TOMS shoes del ivery 
management, assisted with mission 
teams, handled many of logistics 
behind IM programs (picking up 
and delivering items to foster 
children, purchasing and delivering 
materials for orphanage care 
program, Computer tech for IM 
office and orphanages, printing and 
assembling foster care training materials, creating databases 
of information, and so much more.) We will miss him dearly!  
He has been serving in Honduras since his youth with his 
church. We have loved watching him grow and we are excited 
to see how God uses him in Honduras in the future! 

FROM FOSTER CARE TO 
KINSHIP CARE! 
We are thrilled that for the first time in 
Identity Mission’s existence we have 
seen two young children move from 
abandoned, to fostered, and now 
transition into permanency! A sweet 
baby boy was placed in an IM foster 
family at birth, and after 8 months in 
IM foster care, DINAF was able to 
find his Aunt and Uncle. His Aunt and 
Uncle agreed to take him into their 
care! It's exciting to know he will be 
in kinship care, which is considered 

one of the best forms of alternative care for vulnerable children. 
According to Save The Children, an organization that seeks to 
move orphans in institutional care into kinship care, “Kinship 
care, otherwise known as care by relatives or family friends, is 
the most significant form of out-of-home care globally for 
children who are unable to live with their parents.” Another 
reason to remain hopeful for him is that because he had the 
one-on-one care of a family since birth, he is on pace 
developmentally. It is proven that if an infant is placed in an 
orphanage they will lose one month for every three months of 
development (hopeandhomes.org). We’ll continue to follow up 
with him and his Aunt and Uncle, but praise God that he’s 
moved on to permanency! 

We are thrilled to be continually growing 
in our ability to have a broader reach to  
the at-risk children in Honduras. We are 
thankful that Christ continues to open 
doors for the care of Children in 
Honduras. We believe that the foster 
care movement in Honduras is what 
God is calling us to and that He is going 
to continue to grow it! Because of that, 
we felt it necessary to broaden our team 
as we remain faithful to His work and as 
we prepare for all God is about to do. In 
addition to our advisory board, we are 
expanding our team by broadening our 
executive team. Tara will remain to 
serve not only as the co-founder but 
also the CEO, Michael Goins has 
stepped in as our CFO, managing the 
financial aspects of Identity Mission, 
and Erica Switzer will serve as our COO 
carrying out the operations of Identity! 
We are thrilled to expand our team in 
order to reach the vision and mission for 
at - r isk chi ldren in Honduras to 
understand their identity in Christ 
through the church and family! By 
adding Erica and Michael to the team in 
these roles it will free Tara and Jorge up 
to be able to focus on the daily, on-the-
ground tasks that are necessary in 
order to turn the ship of orphan care 
into the foster care movement  in 
Honduras. We bel ieve that the 
expansion of this team will aid in the 
expansion of foster care in Honduras.

ERICA, MICHAEL, AND TARA

IDENTITY MISSION 
EXECUTIVE TEAM 

JORGE AND KINSHIP CARE BABY
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FROM FOSTER CARE TO PERMANENCY!  
Thanks to God, we have another amazing success story! This boy 
came into our care as a newborn where he was cared for at an 
Identity Mission partner gate home (an orphanage that holds 
children in transition while a foster family or biological family is 
located). His time at the gate home was longer than anticipated and 
to avoid transitioning him into a foster family and then again into a 
permanent home. We began to look for an option that would 
hopefully avoid more potential transitions and bring him into family 
care as quickly as possible, for his benefit! It was then that the Lord 
showed up in an amazing way! A couple who serves in a local 
ministry, Providencia, decided to care for him in their home; 
including him in their ministry which serves vulnerable children as 
well and seeks to provide permanence for them by providing family 
care as long as needed, even up to adoption. He went home with 
them in July and has adapted exceptionally well! We have 
successfully seen this adorable toddler graduate out of the Identity 
Mission program! Join in with us as we continuously seek to see 
more success stories of permanency just like his!  

IDENTITY MISSION YOUTH RETREAT  
By: Erica Switzer 
We will be hosting our first ever weekend retreat for 
teenagers  growing up in orphanages!  December 
2nd-4th we will be hosting 50 plus youth for a 
weekend  specifically designed to give them the 
opportunity to remove all distractions and to have 
the chance to discover and grow in their identity in 
Christ!  
As a high school student growing up in the States, it 
was retreats like this, designed to reach me where I 
was with the message of truth, that were 
monumental in helping me understand who I was in 
Christ, and the potential that I had. It was 
moments like these that allowed me to become who 
I am in Christ today.  
When I sit back and realize that more than 50 
t e e n a g e r s w h o h a v e b e e n g r o w i n g u p 
in orphanages, whom desperately need to hear truth 
and to be loved  and celebrated, and when I think 
about how they are going to  experience  the 

same experiences with God that I had a chance to, and realize  their potential because of who Jesus 
says  that they are, my heart is  overwhelmed with joy.  This is a truly  unique  opportunity for youth in 
Honduras to be able to have a retreat weekend, an event that for most youth groups in the United States 
is assumed, but for youth growing up in orphanages in Honduras this weekend has the potential impact 
to change their lives and the next generation. 
I would love to  invite you to join in being a part of this incredible opportunity for teenagers  to grow by 
buying a shirt and giving a shirt! By doing this you can sponsor a student for $35, you will get a shirt and 
the student will get the matching Spanish version of the shirt and cover all shipping! Shirts can be 
expected to be received by the first week of October! Send an e-mail to info@identitymission.org after 
you make your payment at identitymission.org/take-action.

mailto:info@identitymission.org
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Pray for the leaders of DINAF as they are making big decisions about 
how they are going to improve children services in Honduras and how 

that pertains to Foster Care.

Pray for our upcoming advisory board meeting in October, that God 
will give our leadership team discernment and wisdom to make 
decisions for the upcoming year in orphan care in Honduras. 

Prayers for each of our 17 children who are currently in foster care as 
we pray for opportunities for them to reach permanency and care for 

them and their foster families while they are with us.

Pray for the 50 students that will be attending the youth retreat in 
December! Pray that God would impact their lives in a mighty way!

Pray for the upcoming speaking engagements that Tara and Jorge 
have in Honduras and in the United States in October that will open up 
opportunities for churches and families to embrace the calling of foster 

care in Honduras. 

IM PRAYING 
JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR

IM CONNECTED

@IDENTITYMISSION
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GIVE ONLINE 
Securely give at: 

www.identitymission.org

1
GIVE BY MAIL 

Send donations to: 
PO Box 411691 

Charlotte, NC 28241

2
GIVE 

AUTOMATICALLY 
Send an email to: 

tara.honduras@gmail.com

3
3

EASY WAYS TO GIVE!

IM BLESSED! 

”O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted; 

You will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear 

to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed” | Psalm 10:17-18 |
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