
     Following our Identify Solutions Conference 
on Orphan Care this past May, I received an 
invite by one of the conference's keynote 
speakers, Dr. Delia Pop from Hope and Homes. 
She had observed throughout the conference 
that many across Honduras were in favor of 
family-based care and even our welfare offices 
understood the negative impact orphanages 
can have on children. Recognizing that 
Honduras is ripe for change, she desired for us 
to join in the conversation of how we may all 
collaborate to assist the family-based care 
movement to spread more rapidly and 
efficiently throughout Honduras, Latin 
America; as well as globally. What I didn't 
realize was I wasn't simply invited to a 
meeting, I was invited to what was very 
possibly a moment that will forever impact 
the history of orphan care. 

  For three days, 25 organizations + 40 
attendees + 600 years of collective experience 
working with vulnerable children assembled 
in London for a discussion on how to mobilize 
a collaboration that will effectively and 
globally end this age of children without 
families by 2040. Jorge and I personally have 
always declared that foster care and family 
preservation will be rooted in Honduras during 
our lifetime, and meeting with this group of 
passionate people settled that very thought 
within me once again.

    We discussed the most productive way to 
get practical resources into the hands of other 
organizations working on-the-ground so they 
could expand their know-how and maximize 
their efforts by engaging their communities 
and key players successfully; making the 
movement sustainable. Deep friendships were 
established as we shared our personal "whys" 
of being involved in orphan care, and an 
evident pact of honesty and commitment 
resonated with the entire group.

We purposefully laid aside our job titles, brands 
and logos, and any superiority that may have 
existed to get to work on how to truly minimize 
the timeline of ending the age of orphanages. 
And with this group, and as many like-minded 
organizations as possible uniting along the way, 
I wholeheartedly believe that it will happen.

  I will keep you posted on how this 
collaboration materializes and will ask that you 
join us in prayer for the family-based care 
movement globally. That the day will arrive that 
all vulnerable children have an available, 
trained, loving family to care for them in their 
time of distress, and are never placed into an 
orphanage or even a specialized small group 
home larger than 12. They deserve family; they 
have a right to a family.



   A few months ago, on Tara’s blog, she 
introduced you to the newest family in our family 
preservation program! Esmeralda has four 
daughters living with her, two of which have 
special needs. Jennifer, who is thirteen has 
Muscular Dystrophy and is bound to a wheelchair 
and Daniela, who is nine was born blind. 
Esmerelda has endured the difficulty of raising 
children with special needs on their family’s 
severely low income, but providing for her family 
became more difficult a few years ago, when her 
husband died, leaving her to care for their 
children on one income. Despite all of this, 
Esmeralda is a fighter and takes the initiative to 
care for her daughters in the best way she knows 
how.
    This July, I spent a week with Esmerelda and her 
daughters, and I saw firsthand the one-room 
shack in the slum that they live in. Their home 
that has no water or electricity is down a steep 
and rocky pathway next to the river. This pathway 
makes it nearly impossible to get Jennifer up to 
the main road where the access to transportation 
is. She needs to be carried up the steep pathway, 
and Esmerelda is no longer strong enough to 
carry her. On top of this, when there is a lot of rain, 
Esmerelda and her daughters cannot stay in their 
home because their home fills with water.  
    It is so clear that their family has had so much 
working against them, yet when I walked into  
Esmerelda’s family’s current one-room house, on 
the wall was painted, “Si Dios es por nosotros, 
¿quién contra nosotros?” Which is Romans 8:31, 
that says, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 
If anyone has a reason to believe that God is not 
for them, it is Esmerelda, who has endured 
hardship her entire life. She has fought against, 
“trouble, hardship,  persecution, hunger, 
destitution, danger, and death” (Romans 8:35), yet 
she believes and proclaims that nothing and no 
one can be against her and her daughters, 
because she believes to her core that God is for 
them, despite their circumstances.

however, that family moved to a new region and 
turned down the offered assistance. We have 
been waiting for a family with an obvious need 
to enter our family preservation program, that 
had the desire to see their family stay together 
and loved while having a longterm plan to 
practically keep them together. After getting to 
know Esmerelda’s heart for her family and her 
passion to do whatever it takes to improve their 
lives, we knew that we had found the perfect 
family to use the money for a home that had 
been raised. Identity Mission partnered with a 
local pastor who committed to overseeing the 
construction of their home and is committed to 
surrounding Esmerelda’s family with the support 
and new community that they need.  

    While I was in San Pedro Sula in July with one 
of our short-term mission teams that were 
beginning to dig and build the foundation of 
Esmeralda’s home alongside the pastor and his 
team. The team spent time with Esmerelda and 
her daughters while working on the construction 
of their home and they quickly built a strong 
relationship with their family in just a few short 
days. The semester before the trip, one of the 
high school students on the team had been 
collecting shoes for a school project that she 
brought on the trip with her, and we mean A 
LOT of shoes (250 pounds to be exact)! After 
serving with Esmerelda’s family and working on 
their house, the team had heard the story of how 
Esmerelda had been working towards having her 
own business of selling shoes, but often that 
meant traveling hours in a bus to El Salvador in 
order to get the shoes at a better price in order 
to make a profit.

   We have watched God prove the truth of this 
verse, how He is for them in a few amazing ways. A 
few years ago, a high school student who came on 
a short-term mission trip went back home 
inspired to raise support for a family in a similar 
situation as Esmerelda’s. He raised enough money 
to be able to build a home for a family in need, 



The high school student who collected the shoes 
decided that the best way to continue making a 
long-term impact in Esmerelda’s family was to give 
the shoes to Carlos, our Family Preservation Director, 
to be able to supply Esmerelda with a kickstart of 
products for her business! She had no idea when she 
was collecting the shoes that she would be making 
such a deep impact in a family’s life! 

   The construction on Esmerelda’s home is 
scheduled to be finished soon. They will live on a 
main road where Jennifer can easily access 
transportation.

Their home is completely handicap accessible and 
is designed to have a storefront where Esmerelda 
can sell shoes and some of her delicious food, 
without having to leave their home, where she can 
care for her daughters. We love when we get to see 
God prove in the most practical ways that He is for 
His people,  and when He strengthens their faith 
that nothing can be against them. We love how He 
provided in the most specific ways, far better than 
we could ever plan.

Our Spanish website is live! We are 
now resourcing Honduran churches 
and families who are interested in 
serving vulnerable children through 
our Spanish website! If you know 
anyone who would benefit from our 
resources in Spanish, or if you are 
interested in seeing or Spanish 
website go to 
www.misionidentidad.org

http://www.misionidentidad.org
http://www.misionidentidad.org



