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“The child, for the full and harmonious 
development of his or her personality 
should grow up in a family environment.” –
The UN Convention on the rights of the 
child. 

A Historical Opportunity 

What thoughts or visuals do you receive 
when you hear about the spread of foster 
care across the country of Honduras?  I 
imagine some of your experiences with U.S. 
foster care flashes through your mind.  And 
rightly so, but if you can possibly imagine the 
beginnings of that foster care system in the 
U.S. a stronger picture would form.  Think 
about what it took to locate families, create 
documentation and trainings, and then the 
type of follow-up to ensure the continual 
safety of each child placed.  Not to mention 
the latter steps needed to move the child to 
permanence.  Is there safe biological family? 
Can the child be adopted? And so forth. Then 
take it a step further and envision all of that 
in an underdeveloped nation.  Where the 
welfare system is just beginning to grasp the 
idea of family for the care of orphans.  A 
welfare system that is understaffed, under 
resourced, and with constant turnover.   

Welcome to the movement of foster care in 
Honduras!  And there is no place we’d rather 
be.  Because God has done an amazing 
miracle here; He’s completely moved an 
entire government to hear the orphan cry 
and shift towards change.  Those steps feel 
miniscule sometimes, but each child that gets 
to know family makes it all worth it. 

Join the movement! 

It really is a historical opportunity to be a part 
of the development of a foster care system in 
the country of Honduras.  When you partner 
with Identity Mission’s family-based care 
program, you are helping to support this 
movement.  Your donations provide the 
means to keep our missionaries in the field 
able to assist families saying YES to being 
foster families, supporting the regional 
welfare offices with the many tasks at hand, 
and raising awareness of foster care and 
adoption among the indigenous churches.   

Some of the next steps in developing foster 
care include: 

 Locating foster care coordinators 
within key Honduran churches. 

 Receiving the Casa Viva foster care 
program training in Honduras. 

 

 

 Broadcast of foster care awareness 
on 106.5 Christian radio station in 
San Pedro Sula. 

 Continued church presentations to 
locate, train, and present more 
foster families to DINAF so they are 
processed and ready when a child 
needs a home. 

Twins fight for the life and win!  Now they 
are growing and thriving with their new 

foster family! 

Pray with us and give if you can! 

IM FOR KIDS IN FAMILY! 

Want to be a part of seeing foster 
care move across the country of 
Honduras?  Consider giving today:  
http://www.identitymission.org/fam
ily/  

Movements in Foster Care 
By Tara Boshart Garcia  
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Every day, I thank God for the incredible 
experience I have had serving the children of 
Honduras as a summer volunteer with Identity 
Mission.  This past June, I was blessed with the 
opportunity to bring a team of 6 others from my 
local community to serve alongside me.  My team 
spent one amazing week working in orphanages in 
San Pedro Sula and Siguatepeque, completing 
projects and sharing God’s love with the sweet 
kids. 

For several of our team members, that week was a 
once in a lifetime experience.  We were able to 
work on several projects, including starting a 
retaining wall to create a play area at Little Lambs.  
We also had the opportunity to participate in one 
of Identity Mission’s “Identity Days” where several 
orphanages came together for a day of crafts, 
games, and a chance to learn about their new birth 
in Christ.  One of the team members who is a 
teacher here in the U.S. recently remarked to me, 
“It was the trip of a lifetime.  I talk about it to my 
students almost every day…they are probably tired 
of hearing about Honduras!”  Few experiences rival 
a week spent sharing the love of God with the 
vulnerable children of Honduras, and I know the 
team will always cherish the memories made and 
lessons learned during that week.  We enjoyed 
spending extra time in the special needs’ room at 
Senderos de Amor and watching the boys learn and 
improve every day.  We also loved forming amazing 
relationships with the other volunteers; friends we 
still keep in touch with months later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

INTERNING WITH IDENTITY MISSION 

We are now taking applications for this 
coming summer’s internship program.  If you 
would like to experience life as a missionary 
for one-four weeks during summer break 
contact us today!  You will receive IM’s 
volunteer informational packet and 
application.  For more information contact 
Tara: tara.honduras@gmail.com 

IM Volunteering 
By Gabbi Beck 
 

TOMS KEEP GIVING! 

After our team went home, my sister 
(Mikayla) and I stayed on a few weeks 
as summer volunteers with Identity 
Mission.  During those weeks, we had 
many more opportunities to continue 
orphanage projects and get to know all 
of the children better.  

The highlight of our trip, however, was 
participating in Identity Mission's first 
Family Preservation Project.  We had 
the opportunity to spend several days 
working on building an extra room to 
allow an aunt to take in her four young 
nieces who were desperately in need of 
a loving family.  The volunteers decided 
to write home to ask for donations for 
the project, and we were all completely 
overwhelmed by the support we 
received.  God is good!  I not only speak 
for myself, but I know I speak for all of 
the volunteers as well when I say that 
our experiences as summer volunteers 
have changed us for life, and we are 
counting down the days until we can 
return to Honduras! 

 

Top row, left to right: Danny, Chandler, Austin. 
Bottom left to right:  Kim, Mikayla, Gabbi, Lily. 

I personally adore my TOMS shoes.  I 
wear them everywhere; then throw 
them in the wash and put them on 
anew.  Comfort is the key word to 
describe my favorite pair of shoes, 
but in the life of an orphan the word 
of choice could possibly be: health, 
open doors, or simply a gift.  Because 
for the children of Honduras that 
receive TOMS shoes all throughout 
the year, they are perhaps receiving 
their only pair of shoes.  This provides 
protection against sickness or disease 
that occurs from going barefoot in 
their surroundings.  Others, as 
common here in Honduras, are 
receiving a black pair of shoes; one of 
the requirements to attend most of 
the public schools  
in the country.   
This is an open  
door to be able  
to actually attend  
a school that may  
have been closed  
to them beforehand when they 
 

lacked all the parts of the required 
uniform.  And for the other thousands 
of children receiving these shoes, it’s a 
gift.  To have a second pair of shoes 
means you can play on that muddy 
soccer field without worry about 
ruining your church or school shoes.  A 
pretty important part of childhood in 
this neck of the world! 

 

We have personally had the joy of 
seeing the fruits of TOMS’ efforts in this 
developing country over the last 3 years 

and we just want to declare our 
thanksgiving for the opportunity to 
put shoes on kids’ feet: an 
experience like no other.  This past 
summer, a small group from 
Revolution Church of KY, took a day 
out of their normal mission week to 
also be a part of the TOMS shoes 
effort.  They delivered TOMS shoes 
to an entire school and orphanage 
located off of a beaten path in 
Siguatepeque.  Hundreds of 
children received their TOMS, and 
the team had the experience of 
slipping a gift onto sweet little feet. 

 

mailto:tara.honduras@gmail.com


Little Lambs Children’s home roof is now 
complete; every room in the building will stay 
dry now when it rains. Right on time for the 
rainy season. The drop-off on the property is 
almost filled up and finally a retaining wall 
was built. There will soon be enough space 
for a proper clothesline and play area. All 
thanks to your donations towards 
transforming orphanages and the hard work 
of church mission groups. 

Thank you Rock Church! 

The Rock Church mission teams from New 
Hampshire did all the hard labor and funding 
of this roof project from start to finish.  The 
team also installed new lighting in the 
bedrooms; painted the worship center; and 
started building the new kitchen.  Thank you 
for being a part of transforming homes!   

 

You can join them! With $700 we can hire a 
tractor and a dump truck for a day to move 
enough filler material to the property to 
level the remaining area. 

Changes at Senderos de Amor 

Your donations towards the My Childhood 
Home Campaign has also brought 
monumental changes to the boys’ 
orphanage: Senderos de Amor. Every need 
we have shared, you have answered!  
Screens are going up all over the facility to 
protect the boys from disease, a stranded 
building is being reequipped to be a part of 

the new special needs boys’ wing, and now 
(with collaboration from Rock and Judah 
Church) there are new wardrobes for the 
boys’ belongings.  

So many positive changes have happened 
here that it is hard to number them. But the 
most important one to me is the kids’ new 
attitude of pride in their home. Just the fact 
that they remind each other to pick up trash 
they threw on the ground is a big step 
forward. This calls my attention because 
sadly the just-throw-it-on-the-floor attitude is 
a big cultural problem most of us Hondurans 
have. It is not just that their home stays 
cleaner; it does, but it shows that a mental 
change is in process. These are the future 
MEN of Honduras, men that are going to 
teach their own children not to throw trash 
on the floor (please replace the trash 
problem with every other problem, cultural 
or specific to them). 

Thank you Abundant Life 

I must mention the people of Abundant Life 
Church from NY. They spent a couple of days 
at Senderos and installed some shelving in 
the storage room. More important than the 
shelves was the message. As we gathered in 
the dining room as we always do, everyone 
seated “ready” to listen to another message,  
I can the see the interest starting to show in 
their eyes as they were referred to as MEN 
instead of children (this reaction I noticed in 
the older kids… I mean men). They are very 
close to transitioning from children in a home 
to the Men of their own home. Thank you for 
being a part of this change. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Family Preservation Project  

Read all about the Maldonado family and their strong 
desire to rescue their four nieces.  Helping a family to 
stay together and supporting kinship care is just another 
aspect of keeping kids in family! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Baby Delivery! 
Gerson joined the Identity Family this month.  So 
grateful for our sweet foster families willing to care 
for the vulnerable children of Honduras! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was praying for a family to love her 
for a year. 

Our sweet Tania went on to be with her Heavenly 
Father this past month.  Thank you to all who 
provided comfort and prayers during this difficult 
time. Now her body is whole, and she has the 
capability to enjoy her surroundings to the fullest. 

 

 
WWW.TARAIMHIS.BLOGSPOT.COM 

RECAPS 

MY CHILDHOOD HOME CAMPAIGN 

Want to know more about how to partner in 
transforming orphanages into homes? Request a 
poster, video, and flier at 
tara.honduras@gmail.com 

My Childhood Home Update! 
By: Jorge Garcia 

This is exactly the heart behind My 
Childhood Home Campaign.  All of our 
involvement combined, to create 
atmospheres where children can 
grow to love the home they are in.  
Simple projects and much love can 
turn a facility into a home.  You still 
have two months to join in on the 
campaign! 

file:///C:/Users/tara/Documents/Identity%20Mission/Newsletters/WWW.TARAIMHIS.BLOGSPOT.COM


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IM Blessed! 
Give today:  

Online: www.identitymission.org 

Identity Mission 

PO Box 411691 

Charlotte, NC 28241 

# 704-584-5644 

IM Praying! 

“Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; 
maintain the right of the afflicted and the 

destitute.” 

-Psalm 82:3 

Home Care 

 Pray for Senderos de Amor as they prepare to receive their first house parents in January.  
And please pray for Kevin and Laurie, the house parents, relocating as missionaries to 
Honduras to love these wonderful boys! 

 For completion of Little Lambs kitchen, retaining wall, and a new playground.   

 Praising God for the IM partners that continue to assist with the transformation of struggling 
children’s homes across Honduras. 

Family-based Care 

 For upcoming training with Casa Viva (NGO in Costa Rica with solid model of implementing 
foster family programs in Latin American countries.) 

 Pray with us as we prepare to speak more extensively in Honduran churches about the call to 
fostering and adoption. 

 For DINAF, Honduras welfare services, as they make great leaps in altering the care for 
abandoned, orphaned, and at-risk children in their country.   

Other prayers 

 Continued direction and wisdom as we progress to include other areas of family-based care in 
our organization’s reach. (Family preservation, Kinship Care, and Reintegration of orphans.) 

 For the region of Santa Barbara as they begin to implement foster care in their area, and start 
the plans for building a safe home for vulnerable and abused children. 

 Pray with us for the body of Christ everywhere to know God’s heart for kids in family; that we 
can all do our small part and see a huge impact. 


