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    Family reintegration as defined by the Christian Alliance 
for Orphans is, ''The process of a separated child making 
what is anticipated to be a permanent transition back to 
his or her immediate or extended family and the 
community (usually of origin), in order to receive protection 
and care and to find a sense of belonging and purpose in 
all spheres of life.’'
  When Identity Mission received a phone call from the 
Honduran welfare office, DINAF, here in Honduras back in 
July, it was because a newborn boy had just been brought 
into their office. A neighbor had been caring for him 
because his young mother had decided it was just too 
difficult for her to care for her son due to her present 
situation. She was not in a relationship with the baby's 
father and simply didn't have the resources she'd need to care for her son.  
   Thankfully, a sweet foster family had just been trained and was ready to care for a newborn. They 
very willingly answered the call and shortly afterward this baby boy was placed into their home and 
entered Identity Mission's foster care program. Over the next four months, Misael received the great 
care of a family, and the DINAF welfare office began the process of finding his biological mother so 
that he could either take the track of adoption or be reintegrated with a family member. Shortly 
afterward, the biological mother decided to visit with her son. The pain of letting him go based on 
her lack of resources was simply too much to bear.   Her mother's heart longed to care for her son, 
despite her poverty. For several months, Misael and his mother bonded during visitation.  Identity 
Mission's intern psychologist, Becky Vega, joined in on the visits to help assess how they went and 
provide encouragement to both the biological mother and Misael's foster family. 
     Soon, the biological father and grandmother began to attend the visitations as well, and all began 
to express their desire to become united in caring for Misael. And just this month, Misael was able to 
return to the care of his mother, and with the assistance of the rest of his biological family is being 
cared for and loved by his family. While he may still face some challenging times ahead, times of 
poverty for his family, BUT he won't face the challenge or loss of his identity or sense of belonging, 
which can only properly be  created in the context of his family!
To understand more about reintegration and why some children end up in alternative care options 
please view this video created by ACC International: https://vimeo.com/42182195 This is a great 
clip of what many families in impoverished countries face and how as the church we can respond 
appropriately in the best interest of the child and the family. 

 NOVEMBER 2016

IM IN TOUCH

IDENTITY MISSION NEWSLETTER 

“Family reintegration constitutes the most desirable permanent solution for the child,  
and that it should be sought out as a priority.” 

-International Social Services



During our trip to the United States this 
October, Jorge and I had the opportunity to 
speak with several pastors from churches in 
the Seneca, SC area. Our host, Cynthia 
Hadley, did an amazing job of lining up 
speakers for this orphan awareness event. 
Jorge and I were invited to share about orphan 
care and the foster care initiative overseas, 
Angie Dunlevy shared details about the Orphan 
Sunday movement, and Lori Bailey shared 
about Tamassee's DAR School: an opportunity 
for churches to be involved in foster care 
locally. All combined for a dynamic morning of 
equipping the area pastors with tangible ways 
that their congregations could answer the call 
to caring for orphans in best practices manner.

Recently, I have heard it said many times that if 
we, as the church would begin to fulfill the need  
of stepping up and becoming foster and 
adoptive parents, choosing to rallying around 
families that are struggling and providing 
resources, and all the other many courses of 
action we can take as the body of Christ to 
care for orphans; then we would not have to 
depend on the government to perform social 
services. Often, I hear as well that communities 
feel social services even fai l at that 
responsibility.   That's definitely true for here in 
Honduras. But what if we, as the body of Christ 
took back that responsibility; it was our 
mandate biblical-wise from the beginning 
anyhow. Could we, the church,  then 
successfully alter the orphan crisis, replacing 
the need for government systems to care for 
displaced and abandoned children?

These are the very thoughts that stirred up the 
desire to gather pastors together and discuss 
the simple ways each church in the United 
States can in itself begin an orphan care 
initiative, or bring their current initiatives up to 
speed with best practices concerning the rights 
of the children they are serving. We know that  
it isn't just about sending funds locally or 
overseas to support an orphan care project, it 
is being certain that you are funding a project 
that is correcting the issues at hand, not just 

putting on bandaids; or worse yet, hurting the 
children we are longing to serve. 

And during our time together, this past October 
28th, several pastors vocal ized their 
understanding of the church returning to their 
responsibility to care for the orphaned child. 
And our prayer is that these churches can 
continue on to be a voice and advocate for the 
fatherless, providing other believers with the 
opportunities and resources needed to be a 
part of the solution for vulnerable children in 
their areas and world-wide. 

We strongly believe that if the local church   
first individually and then corporately chooses 
to rise up and to take on the calling to care for 
orphans in their distress, then the church will 
effectively be living out its calling to be the 
hope for the hopeless.

If you desire to join us in mobilizing pastors in 
your area, we would love to assist you in that 
effort. Identity Mission staff is available to assist 
you with hosting a gathering of pastors with key 
speakers from orphan care organizations. 
Contact me today and let's get started returning 
to the church's mandate of caring for the 
orphan! Email: tara.honduras@gmail.com or 
call 704-584-5644
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     It can be quite difficult to arrange a time and a 
place where individuals with busy schedules who are 
living in four different states and two different 
countries can come together and meet. However, 
when individuals are so passionately aligned with the 
mission and vision of an organization, there is not 
much that can stop them.  
      That is exactly what happened the first weekend 
of October. The Identity Mission Advisory Board 
traveled hundreds and even thousands of miles to 
meet in New York City for their annual meeting. They 
tackled the tasks of reviewing the past year, 
establishing 2017 budgets and project priorities, 
creating policies, sharing stories and celebrating the 
lives that were changed. They did all of this, seeking 
to improve the methods and procedures that we 
operate by.  All of this was done ultimately, all in effort 
to best serve the at-risk and abandoned children of 
Honduras. 
    After hours of meeting, combing through the details 
of Identity Mission, the overall census of the team 
was a strong sense of encouragement as they 
readied themselves for all that God has prepared for 
the upcoming year for children in Honduras needing a 
forever family.

2016 ANNUAL ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

Tara Garcia CEO, Jorge Garcia National Director,  
Michael Goins CFO, Erica Switzer COO,  

Brandon Cathey Treasurer, Angie Dunlevy Advisor,  
Mark Sears Advisor, Kevin Goodwin Advisor.

WHERE THERE IS NO GUIDANCE THE PEOPLE 
FAIL, BUT IN ABUNDANCE OF COUNSELORS,  
THERE IS VICTORY.”         PROVERBS 11:4

#GivingTuesday is an international movement to celebrate 
giving back! While society has made the “Season of 
Giving” really all about getting, this effort after Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday is to give back to non-profits and 
charitable works rather than getting more! Mark your 
calendars for Tuesday, November 29, 2016, as we invite 
you to give to any #GivingTuesday organization! Identity 
Mission will  be partnering with PayPal as they will be 
matching a small percentage of your gift as we seek to 
raise support to add a Honduran psychologist to our team 
in an effort to best care for the children God has given to 
us, as well as to continue to train and equip foster families 
to help care for orphaned children in Honduras. 
We hope you join us as #GivingTuesday inspires us all to 
take collaborative action to give back in better, smarter 
ways to the charities to help create a better world. 
 To be a part of #GivingTuesday watch for links through 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram or simply go to 
identitymission.org/take-action 

#GIVING TUESDAY IS COMING!



“When Pharaoh’s daughter chose to care 
for Moses, she became an instrument of 
God to help fulfill His purpose for Moses’ 
life. In the same way, God wants to use us 
to raise up the orphans so they can fulfill 
the purpose that He has for their life.”

This quote from pastor Edward Nazar’s sermon 
is what Orphan Sunday is all about, preaching 
to create awareness. Building awareness not 
only about  the present need, but also teaching 
that it is our responsibility, as the church to go 
and care for the orphans; and with this practice 
true religion. 

Orphan Sunday just happened this past 
November 13th, and we are excited to share 
that this international movement is growing in 
Honduras as well.  Esperanza Viva, Pastor 
Edward’s church, is one of Identity Mission’s 
partner churches here in Honduras that not 
only recognized Orphan Sunday but has been 
living out what the movement is all about.

Esperanza Viva has also been visiting regularly 
Hogar Esperanza, a children’s home from their 
city, San Pedro Sula. They have been 
mentoring the children and building a strong 
relationship with them, providing the 
community so many children’s homes lack 
when the local church isn’t involved.

And then with the third part of this trifecta of 
Orphan Care, Esperanza Viva opened their 
doors and shared the microphone with Identity 

Mission to share our stories of foster care with 
them. We can not wait to see stories unfold and 
we believe, will be similar to that of Moses.  
Esperanza Viva is dedicated to being a church 
that is active in the foster care movement by 
bringing awareness to Christian families in their 
congregation and communities, and then 
support to those that choose to foster.

We as Christians long to hear from God. You 
know what, He has already spoken. He said:  
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world.” –James 1:27

You can be a part of an awesome story. Open 
your heart to hear what part God wants you to 
play in one of these stories.
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WE HAVE A NEW  
MAILING ADDRESS: 

PO BOX 133  
LOWVILLE, NY, 13367

ORPHAN SUNDAY IN HONDURAS! 
BY: JORGE GARCIA

PASTOR EDWARD NAZAR 


