
IDENTITY MISSION FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

IM IN TOUCH 
Quien Soy?: A Glimpse of the Identity Youth Retreat! 

     Months of preparation, prayer, planning, and fundraising finally unfolded as fifty teenagers 
who have grown up in orphanages arrived at the retreat center the first weekend in 
December! We had one goal, that these teenagers would experience the love of Christ and 
leave confidently knowing that their identity was in Him alone. Eliza Zehr who came with the 
team from Abundant Life Church in Lowville, New York, said, “As the weekend unfolded, I 
was touched over and over again by the intimate nature of God. God continually brought 
Psalm 139 to mind, not only was God revealing His truth personally to me, but it also 
reflected in the faces of the teens and the leaders as He revealed His personal love to them!"
“You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my 
thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.” Ps. 139:1-3
     We know as the foster care movement grows across the country, there is still an entire 
generation, perhaps two, that will reach adulthood while living in a residential home setting. 
The Better Care Network, along with our own experiences in the field, have made it clear 
that, "Longitudinal research has shown that, of all the identifiable groups in society, young 
people who have been in care are the most likely to experience poor outcomes in adult 
life." We also know that the power of Christ combats even the dreariest of statistics. That's 
why Identity Mission decided to launch a weekend retreat for youth growing up in residential 
homes so that we too can add to the seeds planted in their hearts, seeds of worth and truth; 
seeds that can grow into a full understanding of what it means to be a child of the King! And 
thanks to your partnership and the logistics team from Abundant Life Community Church, it 
was a HUGE success! 

"The burden that was carried from past mistakes seemed to be lifted almost immediately. I 
had staff saying they never felt so free. I had a kid say they felt born again." 
-Lauren Calderon, Director of Open Door Ministries Children's Home

2017 GOAL: 
TO HOST 100 TEENAGERS GROWING UP IN ORPHANAGES AT OUR NEXT YOUTH RETREAT!

CHECK OUR YOUTUBE OR FACEBOOK TO WATCH A RECAP VIDEO OF THE WEEKEND!
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     We long to serve the children and families in our foster care 
program with best practices and excellence. Prayerfully, by 
God's grace, we will always be growing and improving our 
programs in this manner! Thanks to your amazing faithfulness 
and God's goodness, we were able to take an immense step 
towards best practices in the beginning of 2017.  
     In January, we hired our first two Honduran staff! Two 
outstanding ladies joined the Identity Mission team as case 
workers and psychologists. Now, our families and children 
have professionals working on their side to ensure they are 
cared for, understood, and provided with all resources 
necessary to be successful as either families caring for 
vulnerable children, or the vulnerable children themselves 
receiving healing and developing properly. 
 Gisela Juarez has been volunteering with Identity Mission 
since last March as an intern psychologist. We are thrilled that 
she was able to join us now full-time! She will reside over our 
foster care families in San Pedro Sula, caring for the foster 
families and children, communicating regularly with her 
regional DINAF welfare office, and assisting Jorge, Identity 
Mission's National Director, with family and church recruitment. 
We first met Gisela when presenting the foster care program 
initiative to her church, Esperanza Viva, where she joyously 
shared with us the strong desire to use her profession to serve 
the vulnerable children of her country. Her church is now a 
strong partner with Identity Mission in sponsoring foster care in Honduras! 
     As soon as we met Becky Vega and presented Identity Mission's vision, she jumped on board 
enthusiastically! She immediately became a valuable volunteer in assisting us with improving our biological 
family visitations enabled by her education in psychology, and in executing our first Identity Youth Retreat 
this past December, equipped with her years of experience in running camps across the globe. She says, “I 
am a firm believer in doing what you love and loving what you do. I feel a calling to serve my country and 
people. As a Christian, I have a calling to be Christ’s hands and feet and to advocate for those in need. 
Mother Teresa shared, ‘Love begins by taking care of the closest ones, the ones at home.’ As a Christian 
with a Psychology degree working with Identity Mission is the perfect way to serve the children and 
families.” We were so thankful when Becky joined us part-time in January. She's already tackled assisting 
us with perfecting our foster care documentation and handling all foster family follow-up visitations here in 
the Comayagua region. We cannot stop thanking the Lord for how faithful His provision for Identity has 
been!
     These ladies are an amazing asset to Identity Mission's expansion of foster care! We thoroughly believe 
having them on staff will not only strengthen our current families and program but will assist us in reaching 
a new level! Thank you again and again for partnering with us in raising the funds for Gisela's and Becky's 
salaries!

BECKY, GISELA, TARA, AND JORGE

2017 GOAL: 
THIS YEAR, WE WILL FOCUS ON FOSTER FAMILY RECRUITMENT THROUGH THE HONDURAN 

CHURCH LIKE NEVER BEFORE: CREATING INFORMATIONAL PACKETS AND HOLDING SEMINARS 
FOR LOCAL PASTORS TO RAISE AWARENESS, AS WE DEVELOP DEEPER RELATIONSHIPS THAT 

SET THE FOUNDATION FOR THE CHURCH TO BE THE ANSWER TO THE ORPHAN CRISIS.

The Identity Mission Team Has Expanded!
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The Future of IM Short-Term Missions 
    There is much debate around the 
question of if short-term mission trips are 
effective to the overall mission of 
organizations. Questions of if the worth of 
the work accomplished on the trip meets 
or exceeds the value of the travel 
expenses, fear that already vulnerable 
children grow attached to groups only to 
feel re-abandoned all over again, the list 
goes on and on. Throughout the debate 
over the effectiveness of short-term trips a 
n e w p h r a s e h a s c o m e a b o u t , 
“voluntourism”, this new phrase has come 
from the unfortunate growing realization 
that sometimes short-term trips to 
impoverished countries and specifically to children's homes have caused more long-term problems for the 
at-risk children. LUMOS states it this way, “The growing ‘voluntourism' trend, though generally well 
intended, has contributed to the expansion of orphanages and a growing misperception that children in 
orphanages have no parents or opportunities for family-based care. Voluntourism, particularly when 
unregulated and facilitated by those without specialized skills, can result in increased vulnerability and 
harm for children.” While we have seen the potential harm of short-term mission teams, we have also seen 
first hand the potential impact they can have, both for the nationals and for those traveling. Short-term 
missions are often the seed that is planted in future long-term efforts, they provide avenues of truth and 
love to be spread in a unique way, they serve many purposes that are indeed mission critical when done in 
the right way. 
      At Identity Mission we are seeking to serve with excellence, we have made strides towards best-
practice orphan care and continue to do so, but we also want to make strides towards best-practice short-
term mission teams! We want our short-term mission teams to not only to come and become educated on 
the orphan crisis and how best-practices are being put in place to best serve the orphan, but we also want 
our teams to leave with a passion to serve orphans well long term. We want our teams to also be a vital 
part of the solution for these kids! We believe that it is possible for short-term mission teams to make a 
sustainable and lasting impact that intentionally makes a difference for the fatherless. In order to 
accomplish this, we are purposefully planning trips that aid in the overall mission of helping orphaned, 
abandoned, and at-risk children find their identity in Christ and experience the love of a family. We are 
consciously scheduling our trips in such a way that the high standard of best-practice orphan care is only 
uplifted and propelled further, rather than damaging the child. We are confident that with these efforts our 
short-term teams will have long-term impacts that out last the itinerary of their trip. 
     This summer, we are offering three trips for churches and ministries that are excited in joining us in this 
new phase of short-term missions that will serve to impact lives for now and for the future. If you are 
interested in joining us this summer to serve or you know a ministry who is looking to partner with an 
organization, contact us at info@identitymission.org

mailto:info@identitymission.org
mailto:info@identitymission.org
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CAFO 2017 
MAY 4-5, 2017 | NASHVILLE, TN | BRENTWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH | CAFO.ORG 

YOU AND YOUR CHURCH LEADERSHIP IS INVITED TO JOIN US AT THE 2017 CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE FOR 
ORPHANS CONFERENCE, WHERE YOUR TEAM WILL BE EDUCATED ON BEST PRACTICE ORPHAN CARE  AND 
INSPIRED BY THE GLOBAL MOVEMENT FOR ORPHANS THAT IS HAPPENING NOW!

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2017

CHOSEN TO CARE 2017 
MAY 25-27, 2017 | SIGUATAPEQUE, HONDURAS | 

WE ARE HOSTING OUR ANNUAL CHOSEN TO CARE CONFERENCE FOR THE DIRECTORS AND STAFF OF 
CHILDREN’S HOMES IN HONDURAS! WE WILL BE TEACHING ON SUBJECTS SUCH AS FAMILY 
REINTEGRATION, YOUTH AGING-OUT, TRANSITIONING CARE AS AN ORGANIZATION, AND MORE! WE WILL 
ALSO BE OFFERING AN EXTRA INTENSIVE DAY SESSION ON ENCOURAGING ORPHAN CARE 
ORGANIZATIONS TO TRANSITION TO INCLUDING FAMILY-CARE SOLUTIONS

ORPHAN CARE AWARENESS IN THE CHURCH 
AUGUST, 2017 | NEW YORK 
TBD | NORTH CAROLINA  

IF YOU ARE A CHURCH OR KNOW A PASTOR IN THE UPSTATE NEW YORK OR NORTH CAROLINA REGION 
THAT IS INTERESTED IN HOW A CHURCH CAN GET INVOLVED IN THE LOCAL AND GLOBAL ORPAHN CARE 
MOVEMENT, CONTACT INFO@IDENTITYMISSION.ORG AS WE ARE PLANNING TWO EVENTS TO EDUCATE 
AND EMPOWER THE LOCAL CHURCH TO SERVE THE FATHERLESS AS A BODY OF BELIEVERS. 

Reminder 
Our address has changed!

Please send all mail to:
Identity Mission

PO Box 133 
Lowville, NY 13367

Identity Mission              identity_mission           @identitymission

Follow Us
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