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IM IN TOUCH 
   The statistics have taught us the globally, 80% of children in orphanages are there because of 
poverty, not orphanhood, with a family member who would gladly care for them if they only had the 
means to do so. With this reality in mind, we have identified three families that are on the verge of 
losing their children, that simply by strengthening their physical needs and starting them on the road 
to sustainability, we can prevent separation and institutionalization for their children. Single parents 
like Henry, Julia and Ruth will be able to continue to raise their children because of your support this 
month. That's a total of 16 children able to stay in their family! 
     By coming together and providing for their emergency physical needs these parents will be able 
to keep their families together, rather than losing their children to the fight with poverty. Our hope is 
to be able to care for these families and to grow our family preservation program so that the 
preventable doesn't tear families apart and institutionalize the next generation. It is incredible to be 
on the front end of orphan care. Together we will be preventing these sixteen children from the 
potential hurt and harm that comes when children are forced to grow up in institutions rather than 
their families! 
      As the month is coming to a close, we are still a few thousand dollars short of reaching our goal 
of $12,500. Would you consider donating to impact these sixteen children’s lives? By giving, you will 
be making a difference in their futures, and their family trees. We believe by strengthening these 
families it will begin a tangible and sustainable change not only for these children and their families, 
but for their communities as well!

Give easily and securely by going to:
www.identitymission.org/take-action

or by mailing a check to:
PO Box 133  

 Lowville, NY 13367

Keep Kids In Families Through Family Preservation!
by Erica Switzer, Identity Mission COO

http://www.identitymission.org/take-action
http://www.identitymission.org/take-action
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"When children lose their first family, the answer is family." -Casa Viva, Costa Rica. 
     We've learned together, through our years of partnership, the heavy truth of this statement. But 
even in developed countries, the search for families willing to care for vulnerable children in their 
homes is difficult. Yet, as many ministries and non-profits are discovering, even those not associated 
with faith, CHURCHES are becoming the reliable solution. Imagine parents that care for these delicate 
children out of a calling, not for a job or paycheck. Families that step up and open their doors because 
they long to fill a need and heal a heart. These are the families that will bring success to foster care 
and will raise children, however long the time frame, in the love of Christ; a love that will never fade for 
that child.

"I'm seeing local churches waking to orphan care and adoption in ways we never did in the past." -
Malen Papadopoulos, Philippines.

     That is why we are deepening our efforts in reaching 
the local Honduran church with the call to care for 
orphans.  It's a stir that the Holy Spirit has already 
begun. We have been awestruck by the God-moments 
that lead us to a church that has been longing to serve 
orphans. Collaborating with the local church will not only 
maximize our efforts but will bring sustainability for all of 
our programs; a lasting impact that can affect 
generations of families. Involving a church results in 
extensions that also involve the surrounding community; 
therein, providing more resources for filling in the gaps 
of need. With the purpose of mobilizing the local church 
to action, I am excited to share with you that our church 
partnership packet is complete, printed, and ready to 

share! This packet engages the local church with real-life 
scenarios of how they can partner with us in reaching the orphan on several levels! We are equipping 
the church with the resources needed to best be the answer to the brokenness in their own 
neighborhoods. While our hope is that they join us in each program's endeavors, we know each 
church is unique and will need to gauge how each aspect fits into their ministry. Whether they choose 
to walk alongside Identity Mission staff in recruiting and supporting foster families within their 
congregation, mentoring youth growing up in orphanages, or assisting a struggling family in their area 
to prevent separation; their contribution to our orphan care programs will be incomparable.
      So, please, join us once again in prayer. We need churches to remember God's call to be family to 
those without and we need Christian families to realize they are the best answer to the orphan crisis. 

Partnering for Success 
by: Tara Garcia, Identity Mission CEO

2017 Impact Update

32
children served through 

foster care

24
children served through 

family preservation

16
foster families  

recruited and fostering
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The foster care movement has been incredibly blessed in 
Honduras. Since the beginning, we have seen families step up 
to the call to take care of children in need. We are watching the 
church in action through these foster families rising up to care 
for abandoned children. We are seeing the church choose to 
love children; realizing that there is a need and they can fill it. 
One of our foster families said it this way, “We became a foster 
family simply because we began to realize that there were 
children around us, needing a safe place to live, and we 
wanted to help. We are constantly propelled by two things, first, 
it's a Biblical commandment that we can't ignore, to care for 
orphans. Second, God asks us to love, for us there is not a 
more practical way to do just that.” We are confident that we 
are a part of a movement, watching as families are stepping up 
and taking on the call to care for the abandoned and fatherless, 

rather than just standing by and assuming that someone else will take care of them. 
       We have seen first hand the incredible difference there is for the children who are growing up in 
foster care rather than in orphanages. The transitions into homes and families, where these kids can 
receive the attention and affection they desperately need. The results are undeniable that it is better for 
children to grow up in a family setting rather than a group home setting. We are so thankful to the foster 
families that have chosen to answer the call and make a lasting impact in the lives of these children. They 
are embracing the day to day needs of these children, integrating them into their families and 
communities as they are their own. They are faithfully walking with these children through the sometimes 
difficult process, yet pouring out the tangible love of Christ in the most basic of ways.
       Please consider joining us this upcoming month as we seek to cover the foster care movement in 
prayer, asking that God would call families to the cause, that this movement would continue to happen 
nationally, that children would be loved for and cared for in the context of Christ loving families, that those 
foster families would be strengthened in their moments of discouragement, that God would continue to 
provide the resources these foster families need, and so much more. 

Support Foster Care in Honduras this Month by buying our New T-shirts!
The shirts say, “Amor needs no translation,” followed by 

Psalm 68:6 in Spanish, that says, “God places the lonely in 
families”. 

All proceeds will go to supporting foster care in Honduras!
This is a great way of showing your support for family-based 
care for orphans and a great gift that you can give away to 

friends and family! 
You can order your shirts by going to

identitymission.org/take-action where you can submit your 
payment and leave a note of what size you would like!  
Shirts can be expected to ship the first week of June!

Prices: 
1 Shirt - $25, 2 Shirts - $45,  

3 Shirts - $55, 4 Shirts - $65, 5 Shirts - $75

May is Foster Care Awareness Month!
by: Erica Switzer, Identity Mission COO

http://identitymission.org/take-action
http://identitymission.org/take-action
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Follow Us

This month on May 25th-27th, Identity Mission will be hosting our 4th 
annual conference on orphan care! Children’s homes from all over 

the country are going to gather to be trained and encouraged! 
This year’s conferences topics will be on reintegration, youth aging-

out to independence, and for the first time,  a third intensive day 
focusing on Transitioning Care!

Join us in praying for this conference, that the Lord would encourage 
the hearts of the care givers and would speak His perfect truth and 

guidance into each one, so that children around the country would be 
able to be cared for to the best of their abilities!

In case you missed the story on social media, we'd like to share it 
again to remind you of the importance of supporting orphan care 
solutions that provide a family for vulnerable children. Children like 
this sibling set. Carolina, age 10, was placed in an Identity Mission 
foster family this past month. The home environment was so 
encouraging and secure that eventually, Carolina had the 
confidence to share her situation in full. She was not the only child 
at home being abused. Identity Mission's psychologist was 
quickly notified, and authorities informed. Soon after, DINAF 
investigated the stories and implemented a rescue mission of 
Carolina's younger brother. Identity Mission's foster family gladly 
received him as well into their home, and the journey to healing 
has begun. Carolina recently mentioned to her foster mom that 
she no longer believes the lie her stepmother had imparted to her, 
that all adults would also hit her and punish her, even worse, if she 
were ever to leave home. Join us in prayer for this inseparable 
sibling set, that the welfare office will reach a positive solution for 
them; and in praise that God sent their dynamic foster family that 
changed their path forever!


